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April 1, 2020—April Fools Edition 

Grounds Improvements 

In accordance with new Florida regulations requiring all 
communities to provide native habitat and wetlands, the 
Grounds Committee will be establishing a wetlands area with 
Koi pond in the Keel Way green space. They also propose 
turning the Football Field into an actual football field. They 
will be sending out a short (100-question) survey to gather 
community input.  

Lookout Point Sale Eases  
Clubhouse Renovation Finances 

Concerns about the costs of the renovation of our 
Southbay clubhouse have prompted the Board to raise 
additional funds by a measure some might consider 
extreme. Although our park at Lookout Point is an amenity 
previously enjoyed by all, the value of the asset proved just 
too great and the Board could not pass up the opportunity 
to sell off the land for condo development. Permits have 
been expedited by Sarasota County and scraping of the land 
is scheduled to begin next week. Anyone interested in 
purchasing a unit may contact the developer, Moore 
Formey, Inc. Units begin at $5.5 million and there are plans 
for 5 one-story units, which will provide funds for 
Southbay well into the future. Residents of Southbay will be 
relieved to know that the Board will no longer need to raise 
quarterly fees to cover the cost of the Clubhouse 
renovation. 

New Community Manager’s Office 

During the renovation of the Clubhouse, 
our community manager’s office will 
need to be relocated. The House and 
CCI Committee chairs put their heads 
together and considered a variety of 
options. They contacted the owner of 
the Publix shopping center to see if one 
of their storefronts could be used, but the price was outside 
the budget. They then looked at renting a construction 
trailer but that too was extremely costly. It occurred to 
them that, during our current Coronavirus crisis, event 
providers had equipment laying around that was costing 
them money. They approached one of these providers and 
were able to rent a bounce house for a fraction of the cost. 
Toni was so excited that she moved into it immediately. 
She reports that she’s enjoying bouncing from her desk to 
the copier and it’s helping relieve her stress…win-win.  
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Southbay Committee Reports 

House Committee  

House Committee met at an undisclosed 
location and came up with a brilliant 
suggestion for the little storage area off 
the ballroom. They propose adding 4 or 
5 electronic gambling (slot) machines. 
The plan (submitted by the Finance 
Committee) would be to allow 24/7 
access to the casino space. Players would 
be allowed to apply any winnings against 
their upcoming Social events. Southbay House Committee 
would receive 25% of the net proceeds until the equipment 
was paid off. The remaining 50% of the net proceeds 
would go to the spouses of the Board members. 

House Committee members voted funds of no more than 
$4999.99 to cover their research trip to Seminole Casino in 
May. 

Marina Committee  

During recent inspections of the Marina, Atkins Marine 
found damage to the I-dock seawall. Further inspection of 
the damaged sections revealed striations consistent with a 
large scaled object being 
dragged along the wall. 
Further investigation 
revealed sightings of a 
long necked sea 
monster. These sightings 
could not be confirmed. 

New ARC Recommendations 

At the April ARC meeting, the ARC discussed its role in 
fulfilling the vision of Southbay being “a unique community 
with … a really cool transitioning culture”. To that end, the 
ARC unanimously recommended that the “Southbay Look” 

should reflect the annual “Pantone 
Color of the Year”. To kick-start the 
new “Look”, all owners will be 
required to paint their mailboxes one 
of the Spring/Summer 2020 colors 
by December 31 of this year. (See 
photo ) 

Irrigation Committee 

In a desire to make the 
Irrigation Plant a source of 
pride within the 
community, the Irrigation 
Committee has voted 
unanimously to augment 
the plant with a replica of 
Rome's Trevi Fountain. Pigeon-feeding will be encouraged. 
Pennies collected will be used to fund an annual Fountains 
of Rome Toga Party. 

Investigators are trying to 
determine if this is 

Southbay’s first 
Coronavirus victim or just 

a Corona victim. 

Youth Engagement 

In an effort to attract younger residents, the newly formed 
Youth Engagement Committee suggested that one of the 
tennis courts should be turned into a skateboard park.  


